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The Cannabis Defense Coalition hereby petitions the Medical Quality Assurance Commission and 

the Board of Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery to add neuropathic pain to the list of conditions 

qualifying to use medical marijuana under RCW 69.51A.

Credible research indicates that use of medicinal cannabis is an effective treatment for neuropathic 

pain. We submit this petition because there is sufficient evidence to support this indication for 

medicinal cannabis use. Adding it will help neuropathic pain patients receive this treatment, 

especially those who are presently excluded by the "intractable pain" requirement that a patient has 

tried and failed all other standard treatments or medications before being allowed the therapeutic 

benefits of this cannabinoid-based medicine and the legal protections of our medical marijuana law.

We recognize that intractable pain is already covered by RCW 69.51A, and that many neuropathic 

pain patients qualify under the intractable pain clause. We are specifically applying for neuropathic 

pain without the requirement that a patient have exhausted all other standard treatments or 

medications. Multiple sclerosis and epilepsy are two neurological conditions that do not require 

patients to have exhausted the complete realm of standard medical treatments before they can 

qualify to use medicinal cannabis. We petition for neuropathic pain to be treated in the same way.

Cannabis Defense Coalition is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit member cooperative focused on marijuana activism in 

Washington State. Much more info is available online at www.cdc.coop.



We have included three positive double blind, randomized, placebo-controlled clinical trials of 

cannabis in the treatment of neuropathic pain, and a review article for the treatment of neuropathic 

pain with cannabinoids. We have also included a report from the University of California Center for 

Medical Cannabis Research of their most recent legislatively mandated research, which includes 

discussion of the evidence supporting the treatment of neuropathic pain with cannabis, to support 

our petition.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sunil Aggarwal, PhD, MD-C

Cannabis Defense Coalition
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