








Distefano, Monica J. (DOC) 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Owens, Marjorie (DOC) 

Thursday,November 13, 20088:10 AM 

Distefano, Moniqa ,J.(DOC) 

Miller, Merlin K. 'l,.in' (DOC) 

Subject: ' FW: Thank you - more info please 

Attachments:, �D�C�O�~�d�o�c� request.rtf 

I'm sorry. I answered this last week. I'm guessing I got got $idetracked and didn't send it. 
o • • t • • 
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I have a problem with this situation. We do not accept appeals from other state's offenders. In order for us to 
reconsider her case, she needs to have her Ar'izona PO request reconsideration through the Arizona Compact 
Office. Whil,e we will respond to inquiries from other state's offenders w.e do not work �d�i�r�~�c�t�l�y� with them. The 
ICAOS Rules say all formal comm'unication 'must come through the Compact Offices. If she wants to appeal she 
needs to convince her Arizona PO to ask us to reconsider. Otherwise we are not following the compact process 

, , and have noway of knowing whether Arizona supports the appeal. ' 

The reason for the denial was because the DOC Medical Director denied her medical use of marijuana and tile 
address she requested to live at had another individual who was using medical marijuana and growing it., Can 
she appeal that denial? Either the Medical Director needs to change his decision or she needs to put in a new 
transfer request for a different address. ' " . 

, She can g'et the information she is requesting from her Arizona PO.' Why is she asking us for it? Can you 
guarantee that weare not helping her go behind her Arizona POs back? We wouldn't want Arizona working , 
directly with our offenders behind our backs:" ' , , 
'. . .... 

We should not set a precendent of �w�o�~�k�i�n�g� with other state's 9ffenders instead ,of requiring them to work with their 
current supervising ,officer and go through the official Interstate �p�r�~�c�e�s�s�e�s�.� ' ' 

If she Wants these documents from us, we'should require her to do a public disclosure request, just like We would' 
require our own offenders to do. ' 

From: Distefano/ Monica J. (DOC) 
Sent,: Wednesday/'November 12/ 20085:13 PM, 
To: Owens/Marjorie (DOC) 
Subject: FW: Thank you - more info please 

Any new information? 

Monica Distefano 
Executive Secretary to 
Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 
Community Corrections Division 
7345 Linderson Way SW 
Tumwater, WA 98501 MS: 41126 

5/13/2009 
000196 



(360) 725-8796 
mjdistefano@doc1.~a.gov 

From: Distefano, Monica J. (DOC) 
~nt: Friday, November 07,20089:15 AM 
To.: Owens, Marjorie (DOC) 
Subject": FW: Thank you - more info please . 

Marjorie -

Karen asked me to touch base with you on th·is request from 
documents on the attachment to appeal the interstate· denial. 
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She says that she needs the 

Normally, I would send a request for documents to the PD Unit for processing, but if she needs these for her 
appeal, Karen thinks we should provide them. . 

Please let me know how I should proceed on this ... thankyou! 

MODica Distefano 
Executiv~ Secretary to . 
Karen Daniels, Assistar,1t Secretary 
Community Corr~ctions Division. . 
7345 Linderson Way SW . 
Tumwater, WA 98501 MS: 41126 
(360) 725-8796 . 
mjdistefat"Jo@doc1.wa.gov 

FrQm 
Sent: 
To: Distefano, Monica J, (DOC) 
Cc: Daniels, Karen R. (DOC) 
Subject:Thank you - more info please 

Sorry. Hit sent to soon. Sent. attachment 

---IOn Fri, Ili7/08, 

From: kathleen merry 
Subject: Re: Initial 

wrote: 

To.: "Distefano, Monica J. (DOC)" <mjdistefarto@DOC1.WA.GOV> 
Date: Friday, November 7,2008,2:21 PM . 

. .. 

Monica: Thank you, for the forms and ·penial information for my appeal. 
In or:der for me to make a sensiable appeal to· WA and AZ, I amlooking for more 

. forms/documents that I have been told about but have not seen. I hope you can help. 
1. May 28th 2008 -- 1st Denial sent to AZ from Jeremy Parven CCO. 

5/13/2009 
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-"'- On Thu, "11/6/08, Distefano, Monica J. (DOC) <mjdistefa1io@DOCl~WA.GOV> wrote: 

From: Distefano, MonicaJ. (DOC) <rrijdistefano@DOC1.WA.GOV> 
ect:" Denial and new form 

. To: 
Cc; _. . .' " <krdaniels@DOC1.WA.GOV> 
Date: Thursday, Novel11,ber 6, 2008,8:24 PM . 

Good aft~rnoonillllll '. . . 
Per your request; I arrisending you yO!Jr initial mm request with the denial alo(:1g with the new 
form for you to fill out and s,ubmit along with your appeal. Please send your appeal to this 
address: 

. A TIN: Assistant Secretary Karen .Daniels 
Department of Corrections 
P.O. Box 41126 
Olympia, WA 98504-1126 . 
Please let me know if you have any further questions. 
Monica Distefano 
Executive Secretary to' 
Karen Daniels, AssistantSecretary 
Community Corrections Division 
7345 Linderson Way. SW 
Tumwater, WA 98501 MS: 41126 
(360) 725-8796 -
mjdistefaho@doc1.wa.gov 
«MX-5500N_200811 06_121121.pdf» «14-053 MM Form rev 731 08.doc» 

-- 5/13/2009 
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Distefano, Monica J. (DOC) . 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
'Subject: 

Thanks Monica I'll contact the'offender today. 

From: Distefano, MonicllJ. CDOC) 
Sent: 

edical Marijuana Request 

Wednesday, November 19, 2008 8:39 AM . 
ESC~' . 

.RE:_Medical Marijuana Request 
To: 
Subject: 

. Correct!' 

Monica Dist~fano 
Executive Secretary to 
Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 
Community CorreCtions Division 
7345 Linderson Way SW 
Tumwater, WA98501 MS: 41126 
(360) 725-8796 
mjdist?fano@doc1.wa.gov 

From: 
Sent: 

. To: 
Subject: Marijuana Request 

Thanks-I was confLJsed.S~1 see that the request to use medical marijuana was denied. Correct? . 

From: . Distefano, Monica J. CDOC) 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2008 8:16 AM 
To: Esco_ar Ma dal .. DOC. . . 

Subject: RE: .' ........ . ....... . ..' Medical Marijuana Request. 

Offende~did throughhi~ physician. 
:. , .~ . \ 

Monic~. Distefano 
Executive Secretary to 
Karen Danjels, Assistant Secretary 
Community Corrections Division 
7345 Linderson Way SW 
Tumwater, WA 98501 MS: 41126 
(.360) 725-8796 . 
mjdistefanC?@doc1.w8.gov 

From: Escobar, Magdalena CDOC) 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2008 6:55 AM. 
To: Distefano, Monica J. CDOC) 
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Subject: RE: Chiofar Medical Marijuana Request 

Hi Monica, did I send a request for the use of medical marijuana? 

:MagC£a(ena CEsco6ar 
. Pedera[ (Way Pie[C£ Vn£t 
606 West qo'we Street 
1(ent) Wjl98032 
253-372-6452 (Phone 
253-37?-6184 Pax.. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Distefano, Monica J. eOOC) 
Thursday, November 13,20084:14 PM' 
Escobar, Magdalena eOOC); Pevey, Mac B. epOC) 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Oani~ . 
FW: _Medical Marijuana Request 

FYI 

Monica Distefano 
· Executive Secretary to 
Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 

· Community Corrections Division 
7345 Linderson Way Sw. 
Tumwater, WA 98501 MS: 41126 
(360) 725-8796 
mjdistefano@doc1.wa.gov 

.From: 
Sent: 

Hammond, G. Steven eOOC) 
Thursday, November 13, 200~ 2:31 PM 

To: R. eOOC) 
Subject: Marijuana Request 

· This request does n~t meet DOC criteria for approval. 

G. Steven Hammond PhD, MD, MHA 
Director of Medical Services . 
Health Services Division 
Department.of Corrections 
POB 41123 
Tumwater, WA 98504-1123 
360-725..;8700 
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Distefano. Monica J. (DOC) 

From: Oglesby, Jon D. (DOC) 
Sent: Wednesday, November 19,200812:39 PM 
To: 
Subject: 

Dist~DOC) , ' 
RE:_" 

....... : ..... "''''''''',: . . 

I have received nothing' at this time, but if Ido I will forward it on to 'the medical 'director's office.'Thanks-Jon ' 

From: Distefano/Monica J. (DOC) 
Sent: 'WednesdaYI November 191 2008 11:37 AM 
To: OglesbYI ' 
Subject:: , 
Importa , 

Hi, Jon! ' 

I am on the phone with the treatment provider ... a bit upset. 

She says that Mr .• " ubrilitted an'appeal to y~u on 11/3/08 for the medical marijuana. Can you tell me·ifyou've 
received that pape r:, ' . 
She states that Mr."'wastaken into custody yesterday based' on the marijuana usage. 

Thank you for your help with this one! 

Monica Distefano 
Executive Secretary to 

, Karen Daniels, ,Assistant Secretary 
, Community Corrections Division 
7345 Linderson Way SW 
Tumwater, ,WA 9850'1 MS: 41126 
(360) 725-8796 " , 
mjdistefano@doc1.wa.gov 
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Distefano, Monica J. (DOC) 

, From: 
Sent: 

Sofia, Lawrence J. 'Joe' (DOC) , 
'., , , 26, 2008 12:20 PM 

To: 
S~bject: , 

Good ~fternoon; 
.. :: ..... ,.: ... ,'.: ..... . 

Mr_ is set for a review hrng.in front of his' Sentencing Judge(Rosanne Buckner)on 12/5/08 for Probation, 
, violations,bLit specifically to address the' issue of Medical Marijuana for his personal use. I will be handling this hearing 
~r hiS CCO, Lynne Hudson, and I would like to get a copy of th~.letter that Asst. Secretary Daniels sent to Mr. ' __ ~9n 10/29/08(which denied his request to use Ma~ijuana for medicinal purposes)so that I can file it with the Court, 
Prosecutor, ,& Defense -Attorney. A faxed copy would be fine at the # below. Thank you very much for your help, and 
please contact me if you have any questions; Happy Thanksgiving- . .' , . .' . 

Joe Sofia, eeo 3 , 
Plerte counnr Court Unit 
1016 8:28111' St.,CJC, 
Taco'lna, WI 98409 
Office: l:i53i680~i610 
Coli: '[2531255-8882 
f~K#: (2531671-4042 
MS:WT-43 , 
E~mail:Ij$Ofia@doC1.wa.!iov 

flHey: let's ~e careful out there." 

. , 
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Distefano. Monica J. (DOC) 

From: Blonien, John 'Scott'. 
Sent: Wed November 26,20082:58 PM 
To: . J. (DOC). ......: 
Subject: Mj112~b8}: : 

,.¢";" , 

-("" "I, 

Attachments: 

·Monic~attached are my suggested edits .... 

Thank You, 

John Scott Blonien 
Department of Corrections 
Assistant Secretary for Government, 
Community Relationsatld Regulatory Compliance 
360-725-8889 
jsblonien@DOCl.Wa.Gov 

From: . 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Scott -

Distefano, Monica J. (~OC) 
Wednesday, November 26, 2008 12:00 PM 

_Bionien JOhn."Scott' . 
. i Med Mj 112608 

.. : .... ,. " ... 

This is the denial language Karen used in the past. Will you please review and bless or advise ... ? . 

. Thank you! 

Monica Distefano 
Executive Secretary to 
Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 
Community Corrections Division 
7345 Linderson Way SW . 

. Tumwater, ,WA 98501 MS: 41126 
(360) 725-8796 . 
mjdistefano@doc1.wa.gov 

1 000203 



November 26, 2008 

I received the request from CBR Medical, Inc., on November 19,2008, to appeal~ ___ n~ __ --'/{ Deleted: the 

denial of your request to use Marijuana Medicinally 'while you are under the jurisdictioi} . 
or supervision of the Department. '.' . .' . . . _".:-

• • .~n __ nn ______ nn_nn ___ n_nn ____ n __ n ________________________________ n' •• ' •• ' •• 

· In the inter~st of public safety and protection of the community at large, I.il.!tJ:"~~l]'xil18.. ________ .. _. 
yom g~guesUQ.lt§?~ .. M..~~}j}!~P~J~!'},}}~9i£t~~LR~l~R9,~~~!~~~~!~-~}:~9"i2"Uk~:~J!l~~~9Jt __ ". -'-. 

;:=ge::-=:~~~;~-:=::=~~~:;~:-==:-;~~~:~-~:------------.;;:~:,: 
direction of you:r assigned CCO and your conditions of supervision.' 

· Sincerely" 

Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 
· Commup.ity Corrections Division 

KD:md 
cc: Jon Oglesby, Community Corrections Officer 

Field File 

Delt$!d: initial Medicinal Use of 
Marijuana 

Deleted: Verification 

Deleted: find your .' 

. Deleted:' request for Medicinal Use of 

Deleted: ~ 

Deleted: while under the supervision 
of the Department of Corrections. is 
denied -

] 
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Distefano, Monica J. (DOC). 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: . 
Subject: 

Stern, Marc F. 'Dir Hlth Svc' (DOC) 
Thursday, November 27,20087:03 AM 

, Karen R. (DOC) . . 
, Haml1iond,G. Steven (DOC) . . 
DOC_- Medicinal Use of Marijuana Appeal 

':".1 ; ... ,::.,-,.- .. 

I have r'eviewed Mr._appeal.of the' Department's decision to not authorize his use of medical marijuana. 

My review included: 
-The original request form 380.200, undated by the ~uthor, with a one page attachment from Dr. Johnson; 
-An email from Dr. Hammond to you indicating that Mr'-did not meet medical criteria, for medicinal marijuana '(MM) 
use;"""" 
-A 16 page fax - presumably an appeal - dated 11/19/2008, including: 

a' cover page (indicating that the fax docl,lment contains 6, not 16 pages), 
aclinic note, dated 11 102/2008 
a clinic.note with no date 
a3 page print out entitled "Scoliosis Back Pain" 
an 8 page print out entitled "Effects of Smoke Marijuana in Experimentally Induced Asthma" 
another request form 380.200, also undated by the author. .' 

According to the docl!mentation of th~al request, Dr. Hammond determined that Mr .-.use of MM did not nieet . 
DOC criteria apparently because Mr .... did not suffer from designated complications of tWo DOC-id~ntified diseases. 

From a purely procedural standpoint, the appeal is flawed. First, the appeal request itself, contain~d on DOC 380.200 is 
incomplete. The required fields, including prescriber signature, date, and prescriber'license number and type are missing. 
The printed name is illegible, but appears to be similar to the physician name on the attached two clinic notes. Second, 
the seco.nd clinic note, indicating that Mr~_suffers from asthma and chronic intract~!;lle back pain, is undated,So 
these' might have been his diagnoses last week or 20 years ago and no longer active. Third, I question the authenticity of 
the first clinic note date 11102/2008. Unlike every other practitioner note I've ever read, and, notably, unlike the other clinic 
note in this packet, it's written in the third person.' . 

From acli.nical standpoint I offer the following opinions: 

First, with regard to Mr .• ,diag'nOSes requiring tr~atment withMM, the undated clinic note indicates that Mr:_" 
suffers from "Asthma (spasticity disorder)." NO s~ch disease exists. In the remainder of my report I am going to assume 
that there was an error in the report and Mr~_suffers from asthma. .... . 

Second, the appeal indicates that the. rea:?on for MMis that neither Mr." .. _ .2. back pain nor.asthma are alleviated by 
standard therapies. I have difficulty believing that no other analgesics and riO other asthma medications has worked. 
Further, there is insufficient clinical informatian in the appeal to. support either claim.' 

As background far the next few items, the Department requested fram Mr.-'prescriber infarmatian published in ' 
peer-reviewed scientific jaurnals explaining tlie medical evidence far the uS'e'OT'MM in for Mr.~ar anything ather than 
the twa designated diseases. . . .' . . . '. . .. 

The third apinion, then, is that with regard to Mr. diagnosis af back pain no. such scientific material was provided. 
The anly informatian that was provided was a pri ',' scaliosis-related back pain. The print out is the text of a 
questian and answer session with a dactor who invented a spine brace, obtained at a website ' 
(www.scoliosisbackpain.com).This is not g scientific publication nor is it peeneviewed. From an evidence based 
medicine standpoint, which is haw our profession tries to. make good clinical decisions, it has little to no value. 

Faurth,even if this publicatian had scientific value, it is nat.relevant to. this patient. The print aut is an the tapic of 
scaliosis; the infarmatian we received from Mr._dactar did not indicate Mr. • Illas s~oliasi.s. 

Fifth, with regard to. the (presumed) diagnasis of asthma, ·Mr .... physician did provide an scientific article fram a 
peer-reviewed journal regarding the salutary effects af smakinrmariJuana an asthma. Hawever, there are seriaus . 
shortcomings af thiS article. First of all, it was a study an anly8 subjects. Secand, it tested the effect af a single time 
smoking marijuana on asthma. It is well knawn that chronic smoking (af anything) makes asthma worse, and this is even 
,nated in the article itself. Third, the study was dane in 1975. There have been tremendous strides in the care af asthma in 
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the ·Iast 33 years that don't involve marijuana. Lastly, the article about smoked marijuana is not relevant to or helpful in Mr. 
~ case since the Department would only allow Mr ~o use oral, not smoked marijuana. 

Thus, in conclusion, I do not find 'sufficient evidence of a clinical necessity for marijuana in Mr._ case. 

Marc F. Stern,MD, MPH 
Ass{stantS~cretary/Health Services Director 
Wiis/zingt~n State Department of Corrections 
Affili~t~ Assist.. Prof., Dept of 1! ealth Svcs, 

Scho.oi of Public Health, Univ. of Washington" 
7345 tindersolJ Way, Sw, Tumwater WA 

. M~il:DepiofCorrections; PO Box 41123; Olympia, WA 98504-2113 
111 fstern@doc1. wa. gOl' . 
Voice: (360) 725-8700 Fax: (36(J) 586-9060 

'. 

\. 
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Distefano. Monica J. (D.OC) 

From: . 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

MX-5500N_200812 
OC095313.pdf (.:'. 

Distefflno, Monica J. (DOC) 
Monday, . 01, 2008 10:02 AM 

Good morning, Jon! Mr_denialletter was put in outgoing mail on Wednesday (probably actually going out today.). 

Here is a copy for your: records. 

Please let me know if you have any questions! 

Monica Distefano. 
Executive Secretary to 
Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 
'Community Corrections Djvision 
7345 Linderson Way SW 
Tumwater; WA 98501 MS:.41126 
(360) 725-87~6 

.' mjdistefano@doc1.wa.gov 

1 
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. . STATE OF WASHINGT()~ . 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
. P.O. Box 411 00 • Olympia, washlnfJton 96504-1100 

November 26, 2008 . 

. We received the request from CBR Medical, Inc., on November 19, 2008, to appeal our· 
denial of your request to use Marijuana.medicinally while you are under the jUrisdiction 
or supervision .ofthe Department of Corrections. , . . 

. . . 

In the interest of public safety andprotection ~f the community at large, I am denying' 
your request to use Marijuana for medicinal'purposes during the period of time that you 
. are under supervision.' . 

I would enCourage you to continue to program in a positive manner, following the 
direction of your assigned CCO and your conditions oi'sripervision. . 

Sincer~ly, . , .. " 

.. ~ .... '. 7 , . 

. . Kare Danie sistant Secretary 

o recycicd paper 

Community Corrections Division 

KD:md' 
cc:· Jon Oglesby, Community Corrections Officer 

Field File 

II Working Together for SAFE Communities" 
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Distefano, Monica J. (DOC) 

From: Brooks, Sasha M, (DOC) 
Sent: , Monday; 8ecember 08, ,9:21 AM 

Distefah ' To:" , 
Subject: ' RE: MM Request 

Thank you for the upd,ate. 

Sash a ,Brooks 
communIty Corrections Officer 2 
Department of Corrections 
Olympia Main Field Office (364) 
(360)493-9471 office ' 
(360) 407-0075 fax 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

FYI-

Distefano, Monic~ J. (DOC) 
Monday, December 08,20089:18 AM 
8roo~h,'KurtiS R. (DOC) 
FW;_MM Request 

" ........ ,.:; ... ,.... ," ':. -

This offender's request has been denied. 

Monica Distefano, 
Executive Secretary to 
Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 
Community Corrections Division 
7345 Linderson Way SW 
Tumwater, WA 98501 MS: 41126 
(360) 725-8796 
mjdistefano@doc1.wa.gov ' , 

From: Hammond, G. Steven (DOC) 
Sent: Wednesday, December 03, 2008 5:23 PM 
To: Daniels, Karen R. CDOC) , '-

Subject:' MM Request 
Cc: _l1almers sandra L. DOC) 

I found ttiis patient'sreq'~~~t for m~dical marijua~a not to be consistent with DOC Policy. 

G. Steven Hammond PhD, MD, MHA 
Director of Medical Services 
Health Services Division' , 
Department of Corrections 

1 
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POS 41123 
Tumwater, WA 98504-1123 
360-725-8700 

2 

. , 
, . 

00021.0 



Distefano. Monica J. (DOC) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Not yet. 

Chalmers, Cassandra. L. (DOC) 
Monday,December 08,200812:43 PM 
Distefano, Monica J. (DOC) 
RE: 2 MM requests 

Cassandra Chalmers 
AA3 Health Services HQ 
360-725-8712 
clchalmers@doc1. wa. gOY 

From: 
.. Sel')t: 

To: 
Subject: 

Oistefano,Monica J. COOC) 
Monday, December 08, 2008 10:23 AM 
Chalmers, Cassandra L. COOC) 
2 MM requests 

"'-, 

Good" morning! Just fO"~. on thE:) status .of 2 of thtt 3 request.s I hand delivered to you last we~k. I received the 
paperwork and email on_ but had given you 2 others a day or to before hers. . . 

. :".,', ," . 

Have those been reviewed yet? 

Monica Distefano 
Executive Secretary to 
Karen Daniels, Assistant Secretary 
Community Corrections Division· 
7345 Underson Way SW . 
Tumwater, WA 98501 MS; 41126 . 
(360) 725-8796 
mjdistefan~@doc1.wa.gov 
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